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LATE  NEWS 


Canada's  9~point  -program  designed  "to  make  increased  quantities  of 
wheat  available  for  export"  and  to  maintain  the  country's  present  large 
food  production  was  outlined  by  Prime  Minister  King  in  a  statement  last 
week.    This  action  is  expected  to  produce  an  extra  2.5  million  "bushels  of 
wheat  for  export  during  the  next  6  months,  Mr.  King  said.    New  proposals 
are:     Wheat  available  for  domestic  milling  is  "being  slashed  "by  10  percent 
on  the  basis  of  19^5  purchases;  wheat  for  distilling  purposes  is  "being  cut 
50  percent  on  the  "basis  of  amounts  used  in  19^5;  a  cereal  conservation 
campaign  and  a  home  garden  program  are  being  instituted;  larger  amounts 
of  oats  and  No.  h  wheat  are  to  be  made  available  for  export  if  possible; 
farmers  are  to  plan  production  to  get  maximum  yield  of  foodstuffs  over 
next  k  years;  special  steps  are  being  made  to  spur  marketing  of  wheat 
stored  on  farms;  reduction  of  inventories  is  to  be  encouraged;  priorities 
for  export  wheat  are  be in 5  established;  modification  of  measures  affecting 
bulk  shipments  of  flour  and  feed  is  planned. 

The  British  Government  has  decided  to  continue  the  centralized  purchase 
of  raw  cotton  by  the  Cotton  Control.     Sir  Stafford  Criops,  President  of  the 

Board  of  Trade  is  quoted .as  saying:   w  centralized  purchase  is  the  best 

method  by  which  this  count ry  can  secure  its  requirements  of  raw  cotton... 
and  such  an  arrangement  will  be  in  the  best  interests  both  of  the  nation 
and  of  the  cotton  industry.    It  is  unlikely  that  postwar  international 
conditions  will  in  any  event  favor  the  operation  of -a. cotton  futures  market 
of  prewa.r.  type  and  the  Government  are  satisfied  that  centralized  purchase, 
■■hich'has  been  operating  successfully  during  the  war,  will  in  the  future 
enable  the  supplies  of  cotton  reauired  by  this  country  to  be  obtained  at 
least  as  economically  as  by  private  importation  and  with  greater  certainty 
and  regularity.     It  will  also  facilitate  the  maintenance  of  reasonable 
stability  of  price  to  the  spinner  and  the  operation  of  the  measures  of 
price  stabilization  of  utility  cloth  which  are  an  important  element  in  the 
cost  of  living  policy .. ." 

Argentine  rice  acreage  of  I9U 5— U6  is  reported  at  125»000  acres  in  the 
second  official  estimate,  5  percent  less  than  the  final  estimate  of  128,000 
acres  in  IQI+U-Ur. 

Soviet  Russia's  agricultural  goals  in  the  5-¥ear  Plan  were  announced 
recently  as  follows:     Gross  production  of  agriculture  by  1950  must  be  222 
percent  of  the  19^2  base.    3jr  1950  grain  production  is  to  reach  127  million 
tons,  or  22  percent  morP  than  prewar;  seed  cotton,  3.1  million  tons  (about 
U.5  million  bales),  or  25  percent  more  than  prewar;  flax,  300,000  tons,  or 
39  percent  more  than  in  19^-0;  and  sunflowers,  3*7  million  tons,  or  11  per- 
cent more  than  prewar.     Compared  with  prewar  levels  livestock  numbers  by 
1950  are  to  show  the  following  increases:     Horses,  U6  percent;  cattle,  39 
percent,  and  sheep  and  goats,  75  percent.     Swine  numbers  by  1950  are  to  be 
three  times  the  number  in  1S^5»     *n  collectivized  herds  the  1950  livestock 
numbers  are  to  be  as  follows:     Cattle,  25»9  million,  or  29  percent  more 
than  in  19^0;   sheep  and  ^oats,  6g>.l  million,  or  62  percent  more;  and  swine 
numbers  11.1  million,  or  35  percent  more. 
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WORLD  BARLEY  CROP  SMALLEST  SINCE  192^ 

The  19^5  world  barley  production  is  still  estimated  at  about  2 
billion  bushels,  a  decline  of  6  percent  from  19hk  and  13  percent  less 
than  the  average  for  1935-1939.    At  that  figure  world  production  would  be 
the  smallest  since  192^.    Barley  harvests  were  below  average  in  most 
areas;  North  America  and  Argentina  being  outstanding  exceptions.  Pro- 
duction in  both  the  United  States  and  Canada  was  well  above  average, 
though  smaller  than  in  19hk.     The  Argentine  harvest  was  the  largest  on  re- 
cord and  about  70  percent  above  average.    The  greatest  reductions  in  out- 
put occurred  in  Europe  and  North  Africa.     The  European  total  was  esti- 
mated to  be  the  smallest  since  19 17,  and  harvests  in  North  African 
countries  were  only  a  fractional  part  of  normal  outturns,  largely  as  a 
result  of  severe  drought  conditions. 

Export  surpluses  of  barley  are  limited  this  season.    Canada  has 
been  the  chief  be,rley  exporter  in  recent  years  with  exports  ranging  from 
35-^0  million  bushels.    The  United  States  has  been  on  a  net  import  basis 
for  barley  during  the  past  few  years,  and  the  present  short  supply  posi- 
tion precludes  the  possibility  of  any  significant  export  shipments  from 
this  country  during  the  current  season.    Argentina  remains  as  the  princi- 
pal source  of  supply  for  deficit  countries  this  season.    Some  limited 
supplies  are  also  reported  available  in  Iraq,  where  a  good  crop  was 
harvested. 

Barley,  if  available  in  adequate  quantities  for  export,  could  be 
substituted  for  a  part  of  the  wheat  reauirements  this  season,  particularly 
in  North  Africa  where  it  is  extensively  used  as  a  bread  grain.    During  the 
war  period,  barley  was  admixed  with  bread  grains  in  the  flour  of  some 
European  countries,  and  is  now  being  extensively  used  in  the  occupation 
zones.    Regular  imports  for  malting  and  feed  are  expected  to  be  greatly 
curtailed,  since  grains  for  food  are  in  such  demand  for  deficit  areas. 

The  further  decline  in  the  world  barley  production  in  19^5  i£ 

attributed  to  both  smaller  acreage  and  per  acre 
19^5  World  Acreage       yields  than  in  ±9kk.    Barley  acreage  has  declined 
and  Yields  Reduced       throughout  the  war  years  particularly  in  Europe  and 

North  Africa.    Reduced  acreage,  especially  in  eastern 
Europe  resulted  largely  from  the  disruptive  effects  of  land  reform,  sudden 
population  shifts,  and  the  requisitioning  of  draft  power.     Yields  were  well 
below  average  over  trios t  of  continental  Europe  and  North  Africa.    A  reduc- 
tion is  also  noted  in  the  United  States  area  as  a  result  of  shifts  from 
barley  to  other  crops,  particularly  oats  during  the  past  2  seasons.  In 
contrast  with  the  European  and  North  African  yields,  however,  the  19^5  yields 
in  the  United  States  were  somewhat  above  average. 

Acreage,  though  smaller  for  Europe  as  a  whole,  was  larger  than  in  19^ 
for  many  individual  countries.    The  wartime  expansion  in  barley  acreage 
in  the  United  Kingdom  and  Eire  continued  in  19^+5, and  acreage  in  the 
United  Kingdom  was  the  largest  on  record.    Acreage  was  increased  in  some 
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western  and  northern  European  countries  following  the  reductions  in  fall 
seedings  of  bread  grains  as  a  result  of  unfavorable  fall  seeding  weather. 
Declines  in  acreage  of  other  European  countries  were,  however,  large 
enough  to  bring  the  total  down  about  2  percent,  compared  with  ±9kk. 

Some  increase  is  indicated  for  acreage  and  production  in  the  Soviet 
Union  this  year,  though  both  are  estimated  to  be  considerably  below  average. 
No  allowance  has  been  made  for  territory  annexed  by  the  Soviet  Union  as  all 
estimates  have  been  put  so  far  as  possible  on  the  basis  of  1937  boundaries 
in  order  to  facilitate  comparisons.    Annexed  territory,  including  Bessarabia, 
Northern  Bukovina,  Ruthenia,  eastern  Poland,  the  Baltic  States,  and  parts  of 
Finland  normally  produced  about  75  million  bushels  of  barley.     The  European 
totals  would  be  smaller  and  the  Soviet  Union's  correspondingly  larger  if  the 
figures  for  these  areas  were  shifted. 

The  output  of  barley,  in  common  with  other  grain  crops  in  northern  Africa, 
was  sharply  reduced  by  drought.    Reductions  were  largest  in  French  Morocco 
and  Algeria,  the  total  for  these  two  countries  being  reported  at  less  than 
Ik  million  bushels,  compared  with  86  million  bushels  during  1935-1939. 
Production  in  Tunisia  was  about  half  of  average,  following  last  year's 
crop  of  a  like  reduction.    The  barley  crop  in  Egypt,  in  contrast, was 
slightly  above  average. 

Production  in  Asia  was  estimated  to  be  only  slightly  below  the  19hh 
level  and  not  greatly  below  average.    The  crop  in  Australia  was  about 
twice  as  large  as  the  low  outturn  of  19^4,  but  was  still  below  average. 
Some  surplus  from  the  record  Argentine  crop  should  be  available  for  export 
when  it  can  be  moved  to  the  ports. 


This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricultural 
prospects  approved  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  Committee 
on  Foreign  Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics.    For  this  report  the  Committee 
was  composed  of  C .  M.  Purves,  Gordon  P.  Boals,  Judith  E.  Downey,  Lois 
B.  Bacon,  J.  A.  Hopkins  and  Robert  J.  Manovill. 

|   1  ■   '  •  i 

j    COMMODITY  DEVELOPMENTS 
I  


GRAINS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS,  AND  FEEDS  * 

LARGE  RICE  SURPLUS 
IN  LATIN  AMERICA 

The  outlook  in  Latin  America  is  favorable  for  a  record  rice  surplus 
available  for  export  in  1946  from  crops  harvested  principally  from  March 
to  May.   The  surplus  not  only  is  expected  to  exceed  the  curtailed  exports 
last  year,  but  may  be  somewhat  larger  than  in  19^4,  the  year  in  which 
previous  record  rice  exports  were  made.    Acreage  was  increased  in  most  of 
the  exporting  countries,  and  the  weather  thus  far  this  season  generally 
has  beneficed  the  crops.  Sizable  stocks  exist  in  a  few  areas  whore 
exporters  are  demanding  higher  prices  than  those  now  paid  under  agreement. 

*This3  section  is  continued  on  page  177  • 
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Brazil ' s  exportable  supplies  are  expected  to  exceed  the  largest 
shipments  of  330  million  pounds  in  1944.     In  Rio  Grande  do  Sul,  which 
usually  exports  from  85  to  95  percent  of  Brazil's  rice  exports,  acreage 
was  increased/  and  a  record  crop  is  forecast.     The  weather  during  the 
first  part  of  the  season  favored  production,  but  as  a  result  of  continual 
rains  recently,  an  actual  estimate  of  the  surplus  in  that  State  will  not 
be  available  until  later  in  the  harvesting  season. 

In  Sao  Paulo,  where  the  acreage  was  increased  30  percent  this  year, 
the  crop  is  still  in  an  immature  stage.     This  State  is  Brazil's  largest 
rice  producer,  and  if  the  output  is  as  large  as  anticipated  that  crop  may 
provide  part  of  the  domestic  requirements  in  central  Brazil,  leaving  more 
surplus  in  Rio  Grande  do  Sul  available  for  export.    A  carry-over  from  last 
year's  Sao  Paulo  crop  into  1946,  exceeding  100  million  pounds,  was  available 
for  export  this  year,  provided  exp-ort  priess  were  raised  to  the  same  level 
as  domestic- prices . 

Chile ' s  1946  exportable  supplies  obtained  from  the  increased  1945-46 
production  are  expected'to  be  substantially  above  the  record  exports  of 
about  100  million  pounds  in  1945 •    Rice  acreage  was  increased  l6  percent, 
and  latest  reports  indicate  that  another  record  crop  will  be  harvested. 

In  Ecuador,  the  exportable  surplus  was  forecast  at  100  million  pounds, 
which  compares  with  actual  exports  of  65  million  pounds  in.  1945  and  l42 
million  in  1943*.    Plantings  of  the  main  crop  to  be  harvested  from  May  to 
July  were  increased.    This,  crop  represents  about  80  percent  "of  the  total 
Ecuadoran  production. 

Argentina' s  1945-46  rice  acreage  showed  a  decline  of  3  percent,  but 
if  average  yields  are  harvested,  the  crop  will  compare  favorably  with  the 
1944-45  production,  which  was  hampered  by  lack  of  rainfall  in  some  areas. 
Argentina's  output,  increased  to  supply  domestic  requirements  during  the' 
war,  was  sufficient  last  year  to  establish  a  rice-export  quota  of  '22 ' 
million  pounds  in  January  1946.  . 


In  the  Dominican  Republic,  the  exportable  surplus  available _ is  ex- 
pected to  exceed  last  year's  exports  of  10  million  pounds,  as  a  result  of 
a  larger  crop  in  1945-46 .  '  •' 

FATS  AND  OILS 

BRAZILIAN  COTTONSEED 
OIL  OUTPUT  REDUCED 

Brazil's  cottonseed  oil  production  in  1945  was  approximately  72,000 
short  tons,  the  smallest  outturn  since  1936  and  14  percent  less  than  the 
1935-1944  average.    Failure  of  the  Sao  Paulo  cotton  crop  was  responsible 
for  the  greatly  reduced  output.    Cottonseed  oil  represents  the  largest 
percentage  of  all  vegetable'  oils  produced  in  Brazil.     The  proportion 
increased  from  63  percent  in  1935  to  80  percent  in  1937  and  has  averaged 
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about  69  percent  since  that  year.    New  crushing  plants  and  expansion  of 
the  old  ones  engaged  in  processing  other  types  of  vegetable  oils,  es- 
pecially babassu,  castor,  and  oiticica,  have  gradually  decreased  the  ratio 
of  cottonseed  oil  to  the  total  output.    The  "bulk  of  this  oil  is  produced 
in  the  State  of  Sao  Paulo,  although  Pernambueo,  Paraiba.and  Ceara  make 
significant  contributions. 

The  quantity  of  cottonseed  crushed  for  oil  is  small  compared  with 
production  and  indicates  that  a  large  portion  of  the  seed  is  still  used 
as  fertilizer,  fed  to  livestock,  or  allowed  to  go  to  waste.    Both  in 
domestic  and  foreign  markets  demand  for  cottonseed  oil  has  tended  to  in- 
crease the  percentage  of  seed  crushed.    Domestic  consumption  of  cottonseed 
oil  has  increased  in  recent  years  and  exceeded  75>000  tons  during  the  past 
two  seasons . 

Exports  of  cottonseed  oil  in  1945  were  the  largest  since  the"  outbreak 
of  war.     From  1936  to  1941,  shipments  were  at  a  high  level,  but  sharp 
decreases  took  place  in  the  3  years  following  when  domestic  ceilings  ex- 
ceeded the  level  of  the  world  market.    Export  licenses  for  oil  originat- 
ing in  Sao  Paulo  were  difficult  to  obtain  throughout  most  of  the  year,  as 
Government  officials  were  anxious  to  provide  sufficient  supplies  for  local 
demands . 


BRAZIL:  Cottonseed-oil  production  and  exports, 
 1945  with  comparisons  


Year 


Production 
of  oil 


Exports 


Oil 


Seed 


:    Short  tons 

Average  1935-1939   :  64,171 

1940   :  103,858 

1941   :  124,415 

1942                                         :  84,187 

19^3   :  89,060 

1944  :  114,396 

19^5   :a/  72,000 

Compiled  from" off icial  and  trade  sources, 
a/  Preliminary.  b/    January -August . 

CUBAN  FATS  AND  OILS 
IMPORTS  STILL  SMALL 


Short  tons 

24,780 
29, 003 
36,881 
18,897 
10,519 
9,418 
b/  23,045 


Short  tons 


-82;.  561 
20, 7^9 
2,878 
0 
0 
0 
0 


Cuban  imports  of  fats  and  oils  were  negligible  during  February,  with 
the  exception  of  lard  arrivals  which  amounted  to  4,725,500  pounds  against 
6  million  in  January.    February  imports  of  edible  oils  totaled  149,100 
pounds,  representing  only  about  6  percent  of  the  normal  monthly  consum- 
tion.    Refined  soybean  oil  comprised  148, 600  pounds  of  the  total  edible 
oil  import,  compared  with  385,000  pounds  a  month  ago.     Shipments  of 
edible  oils  were  reduced  principally  because  of  the  temporary  suspension 
of  United  States  export  permits. 
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As  no  soap  fats  have  "been  imported  since  December,   stocks  are  ex-  - 
hausted.     Consequently,  soap  factories  bAVe  operated  only  when  small 
quantities  of  domestic  tallow  "became  available. 

Crushing  of  the  19^5  Cuban  peanut  crop  was  almost  completed  in 
February,  with  monthly  output  of  peanut  oil  placed  at  about  2  million 
pounds.    For  the  season,  total  production  will  probably  reach  10  million 
pounds.    Although  it  is  too  early  to  estimate  the  total  19^6  peanut  acre- 
age in  Cuba,  reports  indicate  that  a  smaller  area  may  be  cultivated  by 
comparison  with  I9U5  in  view  of  rising  production  costs.    A  small  number 
of  growers  began  planting  the  new  peanut  crop  in  February. 

Habana  packing  houses  forecast  an  increased  tallow  production  during 
the  next  few  months.    However,  domestic  production  is  not  expected  to  be 
sufficient  to  relieve  the  acute  shortage  of  soap  fats.    Cuban  inedible 
and  edible  tallow  output  amounted  to  about  900,000  pounds  in  February. 

FRUITS,  "VEGETABLES,  AM)  NUTS 

AUSTRALIA'S  CANNED 

FRUIT  PACK  SMALLER   

Total  pack  of  canned  peaches,  pears,  and  apricots  in  Australia  for 
19^5  totaled  2,081,000  cases  of  2  dozen  30^ounce  cans-,  10  percent  less  than 
the  2,308,000  cases  packed  in  I9M+,  and  about  75  percent  of  an  average 
prewar  pack.    The  19^5  pack  was  composed  of  139,000  cases  of  canned, 
apricots,  1,328,000  of  .peaches,  and  61^,000  of  pears.    The  reduced' pack 
was  a  result  of  very  dry  weather  throughout  ±9kh  and  the  early  months  of 
194-5  and  of  heavy  winds  and  dust  storms  during  the  blossoming  and  setting 
period  in  areas  of  several  of  the  largest  fruit  producing  States.  In 
addition,  the  apricot  crop  suffered  heavily  from  frost,'  and  the  pine- 
apple pack  was  reduced  'because  of  a  strong  demand  for  fresh  fruit  and  of 
frost  damage  which  cut  bearing  acreage. 

The  19^6  pack  of  canned  peaches,  pears,  and  apricots  will  probably 
be  the  smallest  in  many  years.    The  Ruthergen  bug,  which  sucks  the  juice 
and  leaves  the  fruit  to  shrivel,  has  damaged  about  50  percent  of  the  19^6 
crop  of  peaches  and  apricots  in  Victoria     Yields  of  pineapple  will 
probably.be  above  those  of  last  year. 

AUSTRALIA :     Pack  of  specified  fruits,  * 
 average  1938-19^2,  annual  I9U3-I9U5  


Kind  :  1938-19^2  •  ;    w  ■    ;  19*0 

:       1,000        :      1,000       ~:      1,000  1,000 
■  :  cases  a/      :     cases  a/     :  cases  a/        :      cases  a/ 


Apricots   :            306  :            21 6  :  328  :  139 

Peaches   ..:        1,593  .        1,158.  :  ;,378  :  1,328 

Pears  :           736  :           709  :  602  :  6lk 

Pineapple  :  3U5  ;  373  :  111  :  56 

Total   :        2,982              2,^56  2,419  2,137 


Compiled  from  official  sources.  a/  Cases  of  30-ounce  cans. 
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CUBAN  VEGETABLE 

EXPORTS  INCREASE  ;  ' 

Cuban  exports  of  fresh  vegetables  during  February  1946  amounted  to 
17  million  pounds ,  almost  3  times  those  for  the  same  month  last  year  and 
about  equal  to  those  in  the  prewar  (1939-19^+1)  years.     Tomato  exports 
during  February  1946  totaled  15-5  million  pounds,  compared  with  5.6  mil- 
lion in  the  preceding  year  and  13.1  during  prewar  (  1939-19*+!)  years. 
Increased  exports  are  due  largely  to  the  continued  improvement  in 
facilities  for  direct  shipment  from  Havana  to  New  York. 

CHILEAN  GARLIC 
CROP  UP  SHARPLY 

Chile's  garlic  production  for  1945-46  is  estimated  at  185,000  bags 
of  100  pounds,  or  more  than  twice  as  much  as  the  84,400  bags  in  1944-45- 
Acreage  for  1945-46  is  estimated  at  3,300  acres,  or  about  a  third  more 
than  in  1944-45. 

COTTON  AND  OTHER  FIBERS 


COTTON:  Prices  of  certain  foreign  growths 
 and  qualities  in  specified  markets 


Price  in: 

Equivalent 

Market  location, 

iDate] 

Unit  of  ! 

Unit  of 

foreign  : 

U.S  .cents 

kind,  and  quality 

!i946! 

weight 

currency. 

currency: 

per  pound 

Alexandria  (spot) 

:  Kantar 

Ashmouni,  F.G.F  

..':3-lh 

:  99.05  lbs. 

:  Tallari 

:  32.00 

:.  26.72 

..-3-lh 

:  99.05  lbs. 

Tallari 

:    34..  00 

:  ■-.  28.39 

..:3-l4 

99.05  lbs. 

Tallari 

:  38.OO 

:  ■ -  31.72 

Bombay  (March  futures) 

:.:3-lV: 

99.05  lbs.  : 

Tallari  : 

39.00  : 

32.56 

Candy 

466.25  : 

..:3-15: 

784  lbs.  : 

Rupee  : 

17.91 

Bombay  (spot) 

:  Candy 

32.66- 

Kampala,  East  African. . 

..:3-15 

:  784  lbs.  . 

:Rupee 

:  850.OO 

Buenos  Aires  (spot) 

:  Metric  ton 

•3-16 

:  220k. 6  lbs. 

:Peso 

]  1460. 00 

19,72 

Lima  (spot) 

:  Sp. quintal 

■H-T6 

101.4  lbs. 

Sol 

:  118.00 

:  17.90 

Recife  (spot) 

,  Arroba 

•  .:3-15 

:  33.07  lbs. 

Cruzeiro 

.    80 . 00 

:  13.17 

..:3-15 

33.07  lbs. 

Cruzeiro 

•  82.00 

:  13.50 

Sao  Paulo  (spot) 

:  Arroba 

..:3-15 

:  33.07  lbs. 

rCruzeiro 

:  109.50 

:  18.03 

Torreon  (spot) 

:  Sp. quintal 

:  19.94 

Middling,  15/16"  

..:3-15 

:  101. 4  lbs. 

:Peso 

:  98.25 

Compiled  from  weekly  cables  from  representatives  abroad. 
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PERU'S  COTTON  EXPORTS 
EXCEED  PREWAR  RATE 

_ Peru's  cotton  exports  during  the  7  months  ended  with  February  1946 
amounted  to  238,000  bales  (of  500  pounds  gross).     This  7-month  total  ex- 
ceeds the  12-month  totals  for  the  past  4  years  and  is  at  an  annual  rate 
(about  400,000  bales)  higher  than  that  for  any  previous  12 -month  period. 

PERU:    Exports  of  cotton  by  countries, 
average  1934-1938,  annual  1939-1944 
 (Bales  of  500  pounds  gross)  


Year  beginning  August  1 


0  ")un  tT  i  gp  of* 

«  r.  v  uX      ;3  ^ 

r\  pp  4-  "i  -r\f>  f*  -j  syr\ 

tq40  ■ 

■"  rokr 

"1  q4p 

1  q43 

iq44 

•   1  000 

•   1  000 

•    1  000 

•   1  000 

■       J.  ,  WWW 

:  1 , 000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

bales 

*    hfl  1  pp 

*    hp  1  pp 

'  bales 

bales 

:  bales 

:  bales 

TTtit  1~pi^   TC  i  ncprl '-on 

•    1  £P  7 

■  184  8 

33  P 

?8  3 

JO  •  J 

4s  P 

71  8 

•    18  0 

ri  psy>7'n  ci  rS  \r 

q4  s 

o 

0 

.  w 

0 

0 

0 

ft  Q 

Q  1 

O 

0 
w 

n 

0 

0 

T3  r_>  \  rf  t  iivn 

o  n 

O 
U 

n 

w 

0 

0 

Ttnl  v 

3  3  - 

1  4  P 

0 

0 

0 

0 

. :  10.3 

:  19-2 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

0 

Sweden   

•  a/ 

:  0 

:  .4 

:  2.6 

:  3-4 

•         .  7 

:  2.8 

0 

:.  3>P. 

:  .7 

:  1.0 

:  0 

:  0 

:  21.1 

. ;  26.5 

:  34.7 

:  198.9 

:  60.9. 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

.•     v  .2 

:  -3-4 

:  11.0 

:  1.0 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

British  India  . 

.:  4.7 

:  1.2 

:  .6 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

:  11.1 

United  States  . 

.:  .6 

:  6.0 

:  10.7 

:  33.0 

:  3-2 

:  4.5 

:     16 . 1 

:  0 

:  1.1 

:  3.4 

:  0 

:     .  .1 

:  0 

0 

0 

:  0 

:  7.9 

;.  .6.0 

:  9-1 

-5 

: .  1.1 

.4.2 

7.6 

6.3 

•  ;  5.5 

:  5-8 

Chile  .  

•    .6,6  : 

10.9  : 

16.4  : 

29.8  • 

39-2 

43.6  • 

25.8 

1.8  . 

17.6  : 

22.9 

23-5 

4.8 

19.6 

1.7  : 

.  5.7  : 

5.0  . 

2.1  : 

0 

13.4  . 

Other  countries 

:      2.5  : 

2.7  : 

17.7  : 

11.4  : 

9.6  : 

16.0  : 

13-7 

:  336.9  : 

309.4  : 

318.2  : 

216.9  : 

140.4  : 

153.0  : 

156.5 

Compiled  from  Statistical  Department  of  the  Callao  Customhouse, 
a/  Less  than  50  bales. 


Exports  during  August -February  1945-46  included  81,000  bales  to  the 
United  Kingdom,  31,000  to  Belgium,  30,000  to  the  United  States  (about  2/3 
of  it  for  transshipment  to  France  and  Italy),  21,000  to  Chile,  19,000- to 
Colombia,  17,000  to  France  (direct  routing),  and  10,000  to  Italy.    Most  of 
the  remaining  29,000  bales  was  divided  among  Venezuela,  Ecuador,  Switzerland, 
the  Netherlands,  and  Sweden  in  that  order  of  importance.    Heavy  export 
movement  is  expected  to  continue  as  practically  all  of  the  351,000  bales 
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(of  500  pounds  gross)  in  port  warehouses  at  the  end  of  December  were 
already  sold  and  awaiting  shipment.     Stocks  purchased  "by  the  United  State: 
Commercial  Company  under  the  United  States-Peruvian  Cotton  Purchase- 
Agreement  of  1942  have  "been  liquidated  except  for  about  20,000  bales. 

The  19^5  cotton  crop  in  Peru  was  estimated  at  about  the  same  size  as 
the  1944  crop  of  310,000  bales..   Condition  of  the  1946  crop  (picking 
begins  in  April)  was  reported  to  be  favorable  in  all  respects  as  of  the 
middle  of  January,  and  high  yields  per  acre  may  be  expected.     Cotton  acre 
age  restrictions,  renewed  last  September  for  the  1946  crop,  will  probably 
result  in  a  planted  area  about  equal  to  the  326,000  acres  reported  for  19 

LIVESTOCK  AND  ANIMAL  PRODUCTS 

BRITISH  PLAN  LIVESTOCK  ... 
PRODUCTS  PRICE  RISE 

In  accordance  with  the  annual  February  price  review,  price  increases 
for  next  season  have  been  announced  for  livestock,  eggs,  and  milk  in  the 
United  Kingdom.     For  the  year  beginning  July  1,  1946,  fat-cattle  prices 
will  be  adjusted  to  reflect  an  average  increase  of  $0.54  per  100. -pounds 
live  weight.     The  announcement  called  for  an  overall  average  increase  of 
$1.68  per  100  pounds  dressed  weight,  for  sheep  and  lambs  and  $2.52  per  100 
pounds  dressed  weight  for  fat  pigs,  excluding  fat  sows. 

Egg  prices  paid  at  packing  stations  were  increased  by  3.36  cents  per 
dozen.     Beginning  April  1,  an  overall  increase  of  1.23  cents  per  gallon 
(United  States)  is  to  be  paid  along  with  the  continuation  of  the  wartime  ' 
production  bonus. 

Minimum- prices  specified  for  the  next  4  years  are  as  follows!  Fat 
cattle,  sheep,  and  milk  for  production  years  1948-49  and  1949-50  at 
prices  ruling  in  production  year  1944-45;  fat  pigs  for  1946-47  an-d  19^7- 
1+8  at  $24.20  per  100  pounds,  1948-49  at  $23.19  per  100  pounds,  and 
191+9.50  at  $22.19  per  100  pounds;  eggs  for  1946-47  and  1947-48  at  60;5 
cents  per  dozen,  1948-49  at  55.5  cents,  and  I9U9-5O  at  48.7  cents,. 

The  annouced  minimum  prices  during  the  next  4  years  allow  the 
British  farmer  to  plan  his  breeding  and  production  programs. 

FRESH  BEEF  SUPPLY 
IMPROVES  IN  BRAZIL 

Beginning  March  1,  fresh  beef  is  being  distributed  5  days  per  week 
in  cities  and  towns  in  Central  Brazil.     Distribution  during  the  greater 
part  of  1945  was  on  the  basis  of  2  days  per  week.     Increased  slaughter 
of  cattle  and  distribution  of  meat  is  made  possible  by  the  large  number 
of  cattle  on  fattening  pastures  in  the  States  of  Sao  Paulo,  Goiaz,  and 
Minas  Geraes  and  by  favorable  weather  for  growth  of  feed  this  season. 

In  addition,  the  large  supply  of  cattle  is  attributed  to  measures 
put  into  effect  2  years  ago  whereby  the  slaughter  of  cows  and  calves 
has  been  limited. 
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Because  of  the  relatively  large  number  •••©f  veil-finished  cattle,  the 
stockmen  of  the  region  induced  the  Federal  Ministry  of  Agriculture . .; to '  •• 
increase  the  distribution  of  "beef.    As  cold  storage  facilities  are  not 
available  in  many  of  the  cities,  increased  slaughter  during  the  balance  of 
the  grazing      season  may  result  in  fresh  meat  shortages  during  the  last 
quarter  of  the  year.  ,     -  • 

CANADA'S  RAW  WOOL 
SUPPLIES  SMALLER 

Raw  wool  supplies  in  Canada  are  now  considerably  reduced,  compared 
with  peak  war  supplies.    Production  and  imports  have  declined  and 
exports  increased.  - 

The  goal  set  for  shorn  wool  production  in  Canada  in  19^6  is  13*2 
million  pounds,  compared  with  the  revised  preliminary  estimate  of  ik.o  ' 
million  pounds  in  19^5;  a  decrease  of  10  percent,  hut  if  the- goal  is 
reached  it  still  wi'li  "be  6  percent  above  the  average  prewar  production  of 
shorn  wool'.    The  goal  of  15.5  million  pounds  set  for  I9U5  was  not  reached. 

Total  production  of  wool  in  19^5,   including  shorn  and  pulled  converted 
to  a  greasy  wool  basis,  was.  19. •  3  million  pound's.  ■ 

Imports  of  raw  wool  into  Canada  have  decreased  materially  from  the 
wartime  high  reached  in  19^3 • :    In  19^  imports  of  grease,  washed,  scoured 
and  pulled  wool  converted  to  a  greasy  wool  basis,  fell  to  kO  million  . 
pounds,  a  drop  of  55  percent,  compared  with  19^3-     There  was  an  increase, 
to  1+5  million  pounds  in  191t-5,  but  the  total  is  still  U9  percent  below  _  /.'  .  . 
19^3.    Exports  of  Canadian  wool  have  increased  in  the  same  period.  Statis- 
tics showing  exports  of  foreign  wool  stored  in  Canada  are  not  yet  available 
However,   stocks  of  foreign  wool  in  Canada  were  increased  by  .:38 -percent  "dur- 
ing 19kkf    but  latest  information  indioate-s -"that" these  stocks' decreased 
steadily  in  19^-5,  with  considerable  quantities  going  to  European  countries. 

The  Canadian  Wool  Board,  Ltd.  will  again  take  over  the  clip  in  I9H-6 
on  a  basis  similar  to  ..that  of  19^5,  and  it  will  be  the  fifth  handled  by 
the  Board.    The  takeTOver  of  pulled  wool,  however,  will  be  discontinued 
after  July  31,  I9I16. 


CANADA:    Wool  imports  and,. exports, 
19^5  with  comparisons  a/ 


'      Year              ,  •      '.  Imports' 

Exports 
(Canadian  Produce.) 

:        1,  000  ..pounds  . 

1, 000  pounds 

2,316  r 
15,520 
12,952 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 

a/  Grease,   scoured,  washed','  and  pulled  (greasy  wool  basis). 
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MISCELLANEOUS.    ..  ...... 

BRAZIL  EXPANDS  \ 
TEA  PRODUCTION  ■. 

In  view  of  the  continued  world  shortage  of  tea,  increased  production 
of  this  commodity  in  Brazil  assumes  added  importance  as  a  Western  Hemi- 
sphere source  of  supply.    Total  Brazilian  tea  production  for  1945  was 
estimated  at  1,5  million  pounds,  over  three  times  the  prewar  output. 
During  the  first  6  months  of  the  year,  204,536  pounds  were  exported,  all 
of  which  went  to  other  South  American  countries  with  the  exception  of 
79,366  pounds  to  Spain  and  17,637  pounds  to  Ireland.    The  following  table 
shows  the  progress  made  by  the  Brazilian  industry  during  the  last  decade. 

BRAZIL:    Production,  foreign  trade  and  consumption  of  tea, 


Production 

rAvailable 

:  for 

'Sao  Paulo 

:  Minas 

Total' 

;  Imports 

:  Exports 

:  domestic 

:  G-eraes 

con- 

sumption 

:  Pounds 

:  Pounds 

;  Pounds 

:  Pounds 

:  Pounds 

:  Pounds 

Average  - 

1935-1939 

3^7,996 

;  73,898 

421,894 

:  184,803 

;  36,158 

570,539 

1940   

776; 3^1 

;  136,685 

913,026 

181,758 

201,736 

893,048 

194l  

868,832 

153,661 

1,022,493 

•  96,716 

295,776' 

823,433 

1942   

1,058,208 

158,731 

1,216,939 

39,167 

448,107: 

807,999 

1943   : 

1,102,300 

151,846; 

1,254,146 

.  25,578 

323,029: 

956,695 

1944  : 

1,304,903. 

121,253: 

1,426,156 

95,435: 

543,780: 

977,811 

19^5  a/  : 

1,322,760: 

176,368: 

1,499,128: 

b/  64,813: 

b/204,536: 

a/  Estimated.         b/  First  6  months. 


Brazil's  tea  industry,  particularly  in  Sao  Paulo,  appears  to  be 
firmly  established.    Production  has  increased  steadily  during  recent 
years,  and  additional  land  suitable  for  tea  cultivation  is  available. 

It  is  generally  believed  that  Assam  tea  yields  more  than  the  Chinese, 
but  most  of  the  gardens  in  Sao  Paulo  are  still  planted  with  the  Chinese 
variety.     The  estimated  average  yield  of  processed  tea  in  Sao  Paulo  is  about 
400  pounds  £©r  ncre,    Th*  bulk  of  tfco  tea  produred  is  black. 

Labor,  however,  is  the  'principal  factor  limiting  production. 
Abundant  and  cheap  labor  probably  will  be  necessary  in  order  to  complete 
in  the  export  market  when  the  tea-producing  c oun tries devastated  by  the  • 
war,  again  return  to  full  production.    The  Government,  of.  Sao.  Paulo, •  how-" 
ever,  has  taken  steps  that  should  aid  in  retaining  its . export  market. 
Standards  for  quality  and  classification  of  tea  have  been  set  up,  and  all 
tea  destined  for  export  must  be  inspected  by  qualified  officials. 
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SOVIET  UNION  PLANS 
LARGER  CROP  ACREAGE 

The  Soviet  Union's  new  19^-6  sowing  plan  calls  for  an  increase  in 
total  sown  acreage  of  20.3  million  acres  over  19^-5,  of  which  13.6  million 
is  to  "be  on  collective  farms.     The  19^-5  plan,  which  was  exceeded  "by  a 
fraction  of  a  percent,  called  for  an  expansion  in  total  sown  acreage  of 
20  million  acres,  compared  with  a  rise  of  30  million  acres  in  Thus, 
if  the  new  plan  is  fulfilled,  total  acreage  will  have  increased  by  69V 9 
million  acres  in  the  3  years  from  l[hh  through  19^6. 

Assuming  that  most  of  this  increase  will  occur  in  the  liberated 
regions,  then  acreage  of  these  regions  in  L-m-6  would  reach  around  80  per- 
cent of  the  prewar  area,  compared  with  69  percent  of  prewar  in  1 9^5*.  The 
total  19^6  acreage  of  the  Soviet  Union,  exclusive  of  the  Baltic  territories 
and  the  territories  formerly  under  Polish  and  Rumanian  control,  would  be 
about  90  percent,  if  the  present  planned  increase  should  materialize. 

GRAINS,  GRAIN  PRODUCTS,  AND  FEEDS  (cont'd) 

BRITISH  GRAIN  ACREAGE 
TO  BE  AT  HIGH  LEVEL 

Incentive  measures  taken  to  insure  maintenance  of  the  relatively 
high  wartime  rate  of  production  of  cereals  were  recently  announced  by 
'the  Agricultural  Departments  of  England,  Wales,  Scotland,  and  Northern 
Ireland,     In  accordance  with  the  annual  February  price  review,  increases 
in  the  average  market  prices  of  wheat,  rye,  and  oats  crops  for  harvest  in 
19^7  were  announced.     Also  extended  was  the  payment  of  about  $8.00  per 
acre  for  land  plowed  up  after  3  years  under  grass.     Previously,  similar 
payment  was  granted  only  for  land  under  7  years  of  grass. 

These' price  incentives  are  examples  of  forward  planning  to  increase  . 
production,  particularly  of  wheat,  and  thus  assist  in  reducing  the  un- 
precedented world  demand  for  cereals.     Other  measures  taken  by  the  United. 
Kingdom  along  this  line  include  continuing  major  wartime  controls  such  as 
making  all  wheat  available  for  human  consumption,  sales  of  millablo  wheat 
only  to  buyers  approved  by  the  Government,  and  discontinuing  the  issue  of 
grain  for  the  production  of  whiskey, 

ARGENTINE  CORN 
ACREAGE  SMALL 

The  corn  acreage  for  the  harvest  which  is  about  to  begin  in  Argentina 
is  placed  at  9; 916,000  acres,  according  to  the  third  official  estimate. 
At  that  figure  the  area  remains  about  the  same  as  the    small  I9V1-U5 
planted  acreage  of  9,927,000  acres,     A  downward  trend  in  the  Argentine 
corn  acreage  is  apparent  beginning  in  19.40-41,  when  acreage  was  reported 
at  15.1  million  acres,  compared  with  17.3  million  acres  in  the  preceding 
year.    The  present  acreage  is  the  smallest  reported  on  a  planted  basis 
since  192^-25. 
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The  first  estimate  of  corn  production  is  normally  made  in  early  April. 
Present  prospects  indicate  a  crop  of  200-24-0  million  "bushels,  according  to 
unofficial  reports. 

LATE  MS  (Con't) 

Belgium  reduced  its  bread  ration  from  450  to  400  grams  daily  and 
raised  its  flour'  extraction  "ratio  from  Bo  to  b'3  percent  by  weight  of  the 
grain.     At  the  same  time,  the  Government  required  incorporation  of  10  per- 
cent of  rye  in  all  flour.     These  measures  will  lower  the  monthly  require- 
ments of  wheat  from  99,000  to  77,000  short  tons,  it  was  stated. 

Unless  150,000  tons  of.  grain  arrive  in  Germany  before  the  end  of  March, 
rat i ons  there  will- not  "be  1,000  calories  but  700  or  even  450  calories, 
according  to  a  speech  delivered  at  Sheffield,  England,  on  March  10  "by 
Mr.  John  Hynd,  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  and  Cabinet  Minister 
responsible  for  the  British  Zone  in  Germany.     He  reminded  his  audience 
that  "even  in  Belsen  at  its  worst  the  skeletons  seen  on  the  films  were 
being  given  80  calories".     He  stated  that  the  most  that  could  be  shipped 
to  Germany  during  the  next  few  weeks'  was  30,000  tons. 

He  expressed  the  conviction  that  if  the  British  people  understood  the 
scale  of  the  tragedy  developing  in  Europe  they  would  willingly  make  sacri- 
fices from  their  own  meager  rations,  and  that  if  waste  were  eliminated  they 
could  make  an  important  contribution.     He  maintained  also  that  British 
should  consult  with  her  Allies  on  the  question  of  pooling  resources  in 
Germany  and  said  that  the  same  action  would  have  to  be  taken  for  Austria, 
Italy,  and  all  over  Europe.     He  stated  that  there  would  obviously  be 
shortage  next  year  unless  American  farmers  could  be  persuaded  to  plant 
larger  areas. 

The  first  shipment  of  tobacco  from  Greece  to  the  United  States  since 
March  14,  1941,"  was  reported  as  being  loaded  on  the  American  freight er 
George  Matthews  in  Kavalla.     The  freighter  was  scheduled  to  sail  on 
March  18.     This  initial  shipment,  consisting  of  almost  1,980  short  tons 
of  stem  tobacco,  valued  at  approximately  $4,5  million  represents  the 
culmination  of  more  than  15  months  of  negotiations  between  the  Greek 
Government  and  the  respresentatives  of  American  tobacco  firms.  According 
to  those  representatives,  another  shipment  of  about  1,720  tons  will  leave 
Kavalla  for  the  United  States  in  mid-April,    The  tobacco  now  being  shipped 
is  from  the  1942  and  1943  crops  produced  in  eastern  Macedonia  and  Thrace 
which  have  been  in  storage  since  that  time.     In  view  of  the  fact  that 
tobacco  has  been  Greece's  leading  export  and  is  the  main  economic  factor 
in  the  life  of  northern  Greece,  the  resumption  of  shipments  is  a  fact  of 
significance. 


